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It is November, and the weather is crazy. As I watch the news with snowstorms, high winds and frigid temperatures covering vast parts of these United
States I can’t help but give a “thank you” to the Lord . The horses here have so
far been spared from the life threatening conditions animals elsewhere are enduring. As the year winds down and we enter this season of Thankfulness and Giving,
it is time to reflect on the year that is quickly coming to a close. The Year of the
Horse has been a good one for horses here at the rescue, and in a broader sense,
nationwide. New footholds have been gained in the quest to preserve these most
noble of God’s animals, and it is encouraging to see more people come to a better
understanding of the need to help.
Here the horses are preparing for winter too, growing their long winter
hair that will shield them from the cold to come. Hay consumption is up, as they
store fat for insulation and energy to create body heat. Going into winter a little
plump is a good thing for them. Some of us humans are working on the same
premise - Ho Ho Ho.
This Holiday season we would like to thank all the people that have supported our efforts here at FCER. From those that volunteer their time to those
that volunteer their money, we appreciate you - one and all. Know that it takes
all of us doing what we can to make the world a better place for horses. While
some can help more than others, each one is essential to our efforts.
May the holidays bring much joy and good times to you and those you
love. Be safe, be happy and be loved. But in all the hustle and bustle that is the
Holiday Season, take a moment to acknowledge your participation in the struggle
to make the world a better place. And give yourself a pat on the back. What the
heck - you deserve it!
Merry Christmas!

The FCER Crew
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Yard Sale Day at American Fence
Thanks to American Fence for allowing us to use their parking lot for
a Yard Sale. And THANKS to Nora, Linda and Lynn for donating
their time to put this together! Hundreds of people stopped by and
many paid more for their purchases than was asked. Almost $600
was raised from items donated to FCER!

El Sol and Lucy have a Chat - A Thanksgiving Story from Aunt Jo
Dear Kind Hearted Ones,
“What are you looking for, dog friend Lucy?”
“For the black & white kitties, El Sol. Please help me look.”
“Even with my superior horse vision, I don’t see your skunks.”
“Hold on - what do you mean by superior vision?”
“Well Lucy, horses see 2 views at once. One with the left eye and one
with the right eye. Same time parallel worlds, like being 2 brained.”
“What the heck, Professor Horse. Did you eat some funny hay? I just want
to find the skunks so I can invite them to Thanksgiving dinner.”
“Not to be disrespectful, Lucy, but those are some pretty smelly cats.”
“Well, la ti da. Maybe horses think skunks stink but you’re not everyone.”
“Perhaps not, Lucy, but sweet Deb thinks they stink too. Think about it when you wear the skunk’s stink she won’t let you indoors.”
“Oh, I thought she wanted me to stay outside to work - sing out when someone comes. How did you get to be so smart
El Sol?”
“Like you Lucy, I am a rescue. Smart survives. Some nights I still have bad dreams of when I was a stray. You see, my nice
man left and his mean son didn’t want me.” “Get out of here, you big hay eater.” he told me. Hard to be a horse on his
own. Those were dark, painful days. Don’t cry sweet Lucy. I am a well trained $1000 horse. Plus, I am a looker. A palomino like you, Lucy. Soon I’ll find a home.”
“Yay for FCER who gives us biscuits, hay, and kindness. We are family. El Sol, are you sure Deb doesn’t want the skunks to
come to dinner?’
“Quite positive. Look! There go your friends heading for the river. I bet they are off to visit family. I smell good food. Let’s
go have dinner. Lucy would you please sing your pretty song - “Woo, Woo Would you be my friend?”
Happy Thanksgiving. Share your sweetness.
Love,
Aunt Jo, Lucy and El Sol

Look Who’s Coming!

New Arrivals - SAFE for Christmas

El Sol

Peanut

Returned
due to
adopters’
declining
health.

Returned
when the
child's skill
level moved
beyond his
physical
capabilities

Splash with foster Mom

Beau (left)
Heart (center)
Cisco II (right)
All rescued from
the NMLB Estray
Page by Linda
Horn & supporters
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Shelter Update
Thanks to the generosity of FCER supporters we
have now been able to order three of the 5 sheds
needed for the horses. We hope to be able to order the final 2 by the end of the year - and get
them installed before winter REALLY hits.

Thanks to

Big R

&

Zebadiah’s Restaurant

For Displaying Donation Jars for FCER!
Off to New Homes

One Shot

Cid

Sophie
Congratulations
To

Everyone!
Red

Paris
Upcoming Events
December
6 Open Barn Tours
13 Volunteer Orientation

January 2015

Happy New Year
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The Great Hay Donation
A huge THANK YOU to Allen & Gayla McCullogh for donating hay to FCER and the volunteers that
helped pick it up out of the field, load it on the trailer, then unload and stack it. Over the course of the
summer Allen & Gayla donated over 2500 bales of hay. Sore muscles and good times were had by all!
Robin Kelly
Bill Idzerda
Terry Coburn

Suzette McKinney Wendy Thacker
Steve Ellison
Nora Lujan

Ray Hagerman
Gayla McCullogh

Jody Idzerda
Debbie Coburn

Linda Standerwick
Allen McCullogh

Farmington High School Baseball Team

The Crypt Orchid Fund
A very pretty name for a not so pretty condition wherein the colts’
testicle(s) are retained in the inguinal canal or abdomen. While castration of a normal colt (where both testicles are visibly evident) is minor
surgery, the cryptorchid colt requires major surgery. One or both testicles may be crypt. This condition is painful for the horse, and there is
evidence that this condition makes them more likely to develop testicular cancer. Not to mention all the behavioral issues the horse may have because people think he is a
gelding. The cost for a normal castration in our area is around $150, whereas the fee for cryptorchid
surgery ranges from $800 to $1200 depending on difficulty.
So when a kind lady from the Santa Fe area called and wanted donate $500 to help specifically with
population control, we decided to start the Crypt Orchid Fund. While there are low cost castration
clinics and funds to reimburse vets for normal castrations, there is no fund specifically for this expensive
procedure. And while most horse owners can absorb the cost of normal castration, this surgery is often beyond their financial ability.
When we approached Dr. Bracken with Animal Haven Clinic about starting this fund, she was enthusiastic and told us that just the previous week a donkey went home without surgery because the owners
could not afford it. Dr. Bracken also noted this condition seems to be increasing in frequency. Here at
FCER we have had three in the past 3 years.
And so the Crypt Orchid Fund was started with that original $500 donation. This fund is for horse owners that can’t afford the surgery and is available at Animal Haven Clinic. If you would like
to contribute to this fund please send your donation to FCER and note that it is for the
Crypt Orchid Fund.
And the horses will thank you!
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A letter from Jessica (and Cochise)
Hey Debbie,
I have a rescue horse I adopted from FCER in fall of 2005. His name is Cochise, a Morgan/ Mustang
gelding, and he was brought in with another horse, Star. They both had eating issues and were pretty
skinny when brought in. They had been equestrian horses for some girls who had lost interest after a
few years and their horses were kept at Grandma's house in an
overgrazed pasture. I believe both were pretty skinny when
brought in.
I came out with my sister to look at a horse for her kids and
was immediately drawn to Cochise. I brushed him and we
bonded. I believe I came back a week or so later and adopted
him. I have had him for 9 years now and he is a great horse. He
is the smallest horse in the barn he lives at (New Hope Ranch
on Ruins Road) but is sort of the Napoleon of the barn. He
rules the roost with the other 2 Tennessee Walkers kept in
line!
We go trail riding weekly at all times of the year. He is now 15
(adopted him at 6) and has just enough of the young adolescent boy in him to keep me on my toes. He
is an easy keeper and has had almost no vet issues other than yearly stuff.
I am attaching a photo of him and me out riding in the BLM on Sept. 14 as well as one back at the barn
the same day. The background gives you an idea of what a spectacular trail rider he is and what sort of
terrain we are out in.
I could never give him up. I will have him until one of us leaves this earth. Thank you and your organization for this wonderful horse. He is the first horse I have ever owned and we were both a bit greenbroke when we started out but now we have a fondness for each other that is irreplaceable.
I will never be able to repay you and your organization for the memories I have had on this horse
(including throwing myself so hard into the saddle one day that I threw myself off the other side! That
was a laugh-a-thon). Horses are such wonderful animals and even when they act
up you can't stay mad for long. Especially this sassy and lovable Cochise which I
refer to lovingly as GoatCheese at times.
Horses allow us to find the best within them and ourselves. They allow us to
focus on the things that matter and be present in the time we are with them.
There is a Navajo horseman who says horses are very empathetic creatures
who take away our daily stresses and roll them off in the barnyard when the
saddle is removed. I think of this every time I see Cochise
roll in the dirt after our rides. I watch and grin and say,
"Thanks Cochise, we both needed that." JP
Editors note - Jessica and
Cochise are featured in the 2015
calendar for January

Four Corners Equine Rescue
22 Road 3334
Aztec, NM 87410
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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FCER Mission Statement
Four Corners Equine Rescue is an all volunteer non-profit group dedicated to the rescue of horses from perilous situations,
their rehabilitation, and their adoption into good, loving homes. We will assist wherever, whenever we can to help a horse
that needs rescuing. We believe that horses hold a special place in God’s world, and that helping them is a noble effort. We
further dedicate ourselves to educating people on the care, medical needs, and other aspects of good horse ownership,
thereby improving the lives of the horses and their owners.
FCER is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charitable organization and all donations are tax-deductible.

Call 505-334-7220 or e-mail: fcernm@gmail.com
We’re also on the web at: www.fourcornersequinerescue.org


Chariot Racing was the first Olympic Sport in 630 B.C.



Horses have 16 muscles in each
ear.



A small indent in a horses skin
(usually on the neck or shoulder)
is called a prophet’s mark and is
considered good luck.



Mongolians were the first to
domesticate horses about 5000
years ago.

Visitor Hours
Monday - Friday:
By Appointment

Saturdays
from 1-4pm

Happy
Holidays

