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Growing Pains
Thirteen years have passed since the inception of Four Corners Equine Rescue.
Almost 400 horses have come through our facility. The number of horses in desperate need of our services continues to challenge us. A new report just released
by the USDA reveals that the percentage of the equine population over 20 years of
age has increased steadily - now up to 11.4% from 7.6% in 2005. Ironically, this
trend parallels the human population in the US. And is also reflected in FCER’s
population, with 21% being over 20 years old. Not surprisingly, the highest mortality rate is also in the “over 20” category. These statistics tell us that we won’t be
seeing a decrease in the older horses that need help anytime soon. At FCER we do
not deny a horse entry because he is too old or unsound. We base our intake on
his need, not his adoptability. Just as we base the heart wrenching decisions for
euthanasia on quality of life. Our 13 years of experience is testimony to our understanding of the business end of horse rescue. Taking on this project of expansion is
done with careful consideration, weighing the business end and our mission. It is
a delicate balancing act.
This year we have a unique situation, in that some land is available less than 1/4
mile away. Horse acreage near us doesn’t come up for sale often, and we’re giddy
with anticipation of purchasing it. This 2.5 acres is irrigated and was once a pasture. It has laid dormant for several years, and will need to be worked in order to
be productive once again. We expect the cost of the purchase, fencing and the revitalization will cost us $70,000. We are fundraising to reach that goal, and we need
all the help you can give! So far we have raised $18,550, just over 26% of our goal!
There is a long way to go, for sure, and a short time to get there. We’re hopeful we
can purchase the land, get the fences built and have it ready for horses before winter comes. That is a LOT of work! We’d
love to have grass growing by late
summer so we can put horses out to
graze for at least a little while before
winter. Currently we can’t offer them
even a single blade of grass. A grassy
pasture would be a dream come true!
Please help! Donation info on page 3.

THANKS!!
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Solar Water Troughs
Your donations
matched up to
$2000
Donation Deadline - August 30th, 2017
Thanks to a generous supporter FCER has the opportunity to purchase 5 more solar water troughs. BUT - we need your help! She will match all donations up to $2000. These
water troughs are a godsend here at the rescue, cutting down on the labor required to
water, preventing the growth of algae in the tanks, and reducing the water lost to evaporation. In the winter it keeps the water above freezing AND in the summer it helps keep it
cool. How? The angle of the solar collector is such that it doesn’t absorb the rays of the
sun. Additionally we can turn them away from the sun and there is a shield to put over
the panel. It may seem early to start on this fundraiser, but the lead time on the troughs
was 6 weeks last year! And we want to be sure and have them before the cold weather
starts.You can help by donating to our Solar Water Trough Fund. You can mail a check or
credit card info, go online to the website (www.fourcornersequinerescue.org) and make a
donation there, or call the office and we’ll help you over the phone - 505-334-7220.
THANK YOU!
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The Spanish Mustang
Every once in awhile we get a horse that compels us to investigate. Such is the case with El Jefe (The Boss), the horse in
the photo. Here is a horse that makes people stop in their
tracks and ask - Where did he come from? He is gorgeous well built and sturdy with eyes that reflect intelligence, an
arched neck heavy with mane and a proud stance. It turns out
that horses like El Jefe were the horses of the Conquistadores. Strong, steady, and with endurance to match, they
carved the swath of the Spanish explorers in the Southwest,
arriving with Onate in Santa Fe in 1598. Without these steeds,

El Jefe - The Boss

history may have been written very differently. Native tribes
acquired these hardy horses from the Conquistadores, with
the Apache, Pueblo and Ute amongst the first. Next would come the Mountain Men, finding the horses to
be sure footed in rough terrain and able to withstand the hardships of the trail. After the Civil War the
mustangs were pressed into service as cowponies. And it was this horse that won the West. Fast forward
to today and we find this same horse on the losing end of it’s relationship with humans, indeed now considered a pest by some. Though their has been lineage diluted (often intentionally), it is still possible to find
the occasional horse that tests up to 85% Spanish Mustang. FCER will do our very best to find this regal
horse a home that will value him for what he is. But first, we must prepare him to meet his new life.

Land Purchase Fund

Pilares Arches Trail
Ride -

YES! I want to help!

Oct. 28th, 2017

My check or money order is enclosed
or
Please charge $_______ to my (circle one)
MasterCard

Visa

Amex

Discover

_________________________________________________
Name on Card
______________________________________________________

Credit Card Number
_______________ ___________
Expiration Date

CV V

___________________
Zip Code

_________________________________________________
Cardholders Signature

The weather has finally
cooperated and we’re
ready to start scouting
new canyons for this
years ride!
Volunteers are needed
to help map the new canyon once chosen. Be ready to
spend a day out in the canyon. Bring appropriate food
and clothing. Volunteers are also needed for Forms &
Flyer Design, Marketing, BBQ, Signs, and more! For
more info on helping call Debbie at 505-334-7220 or
email debbie@fourcornersequinerescue.org.

Thanks!
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Construction Zone
Capital Project - Replacing existing fences with 3 rail pipe.
Materials are also needed, so you don’t have to be muscular to
help!

Golf Cart Donated!

Maintenance Project - cover the exterior of a run-in shelter with Propanel. We have the panels to do this, as well as ladders. This would be a great
weekend project for a team of 2 to 3 people!
If you can help please contact Terry at 505-334-7220 or email terry@fourcornersequinerescue.org.

NMEEF Update

Housekeeping
We’re updating and upgrading
our donor database!
If you would like to change
your contact method from mail
to email or vise versa just let us
know. Also updating address
info. Call us at 505-334-7220
Or email fcernm@gmail.com

A Big
Shout
Out
to

Big R
for
Thanks to Sally
in Corrales
for fostering Millie

Displaying
Donation
Jars !

So far in 2017 the New Mexico Estray Equine Fund (NMEEF) has paid
out $4881.00 to horse rescues in New Mexico. These funds were used to bid on horses
at great risk of entering the slaughter pipeline. Thanks to your support, so far NMEEF
has helped get 30 horses to safety!

Lucy and her driver, Terry, take
a spin on the golf cart donated
by the Sharpe family of Farmington.
Thank You!

FCER Coloring Book
Creative People Wanted! On our creative projects list is a
coloring book featuring FCER horses, donkeys and mules. We
plan to distribute the coloring books as part of our
outreach program. Thanks to Colleen O’Neal we have
a good start on the drawings. We’d also like to add
pages of horses that have been adopted. So, if you have
a photo or drawing we can include please let us know.
If you can donate your time to create the narrative on
some or all we’d love to hear from you! Contact Debbie if you can help with this at fcernm@gmail.com or call 505-334-7220.
UPDATE on HB 390

This bill was introduced in the 2017 Legislative Session. It would have given horse rescues first right of refusal on horses taken up by the New Mexico Livestock Board. Through the efforts of many people, it passed
both the New Mexico Senate and House of Representatives. However, the Governor failed to sign it,
thereby pocket vetoing it. That said, those efforts did result in a new possible avenue. The New Mexico
Livestock Board is looking into rule changes to accomplish the same end. This is a long process, and we’ll
keep you posted on progress. We are very grateful to all those that called and emailed their state representatives, to Animal Protection Voters for lobbying this bill, and to Rep. Nathan Small for sponsoring it.
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Thanks to our Sponsors

New for the Summer!
Meet Glory (on the left)
and Bee, 2 burros that just
came in as owner surrenders. These 2 were once
wild, and we have much
work to do. First priority fix their feet!
Rookie
3 year old (now) gelding.
Rookie is new to domestication, hence the name. He
is doing well and has a
super personality!
Mocha (the appaloosa) and
her pasture pal, Lady Bug,
were estrayed by the NMLB
after being abandoned by
their owner. The local economic downturn has its
causalities. Mocha is underweight, so she’s on a weight
gain diet.

Upcoming Events
June
3 Mesa Verde Back Country Horseman
Tack Sale - Cortez, CO (booth)
3 Project Day - Wash Troughs
17 Barn Tours/Vol. Orientation
8

JULY
Project Day - pull weeds

15 Project Day - replace stall sand
22 Barn Tours/Vol. Orientation
Tours are from 1 to 4 p.m.
Orientations start at 3

Lady Bug, the palomino,
came with an injury that
required veterinary attention. It’s almost healed now.
She is about 18 years old.
Her future looks great!
Queenie
Queenie came in with El
Jefe, the Spanish Mustang.
We suspect Queenie has
had some training in the
distant past.

Four Corners Equine Rescue
22 Road 3334
Aztec, NM 87410
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FCER Mission Statement
Four Corners Equine Rescue is an all volunteer non-profit organization dedicated to the rescue of horses from perilous situations,
their rehabilitation, and their adoption into good, loving homes. We will assist wherever, whenever we can to help a horse that
needs rescuing. We believe that horses hold a special place in God’s world, and that helping them is a noble effort. We further
dedicate ourselves to educating people on the care, medical needs, and other aspects of good horse ownership, thereby improving
the lives of the horses and their owners.

FCER is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charitable organization and all donations are tax-deductible.

Call 505-334-7220 or e-mail: fcernm@gmail.com
We’re also on the web at: www.fourcornersequinerescue.org
Do different breeds of horses develop bone growth at the same rate?
Short answer - yes. In general, the process of bone plates becoming bones starts at
the bottom and works its way up. By the age of 4, most of the bones have fused.
The vertebral column is the last part to fuse, closing around 5 1/2 years of age.
While some breeds appear mature earlier, in
truth they do not.
Dr. Deb Bennett, an expert on Equine Anatomy and Confirmation, advises waiting to
ride, ideally, until a horse is 4 years old. She
further advises that a horse can learn the
basics of various disciplines at 5 - but should
not be “on the payroll” - doing hard,
repetitive work until he is 6 years old.

Lookin’
For YOU
To come out
And PLAY!

