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First -  a look back at 2017. And what a horseful ;year it was! Our totals 
for the year were very good. We took in 32 horses, with 26 horses going out. 
Of those, 4 were euthanized, which is sad, but sometimes our only option. 

We also started the process to purchase a piece of property and are still go-
ing to do that. While the 2.5 acre parcel remains in legal limbo, the 
wheels are grinding, albeit agonizingly slow. In the meantime, another 
parcel came up for sale -  1.5 acres, also close to us. Unfortunately, it sold 
before we knew about it. It was on the market only 9 days.  We plan to 
have a parcel of irrigated pasture with improvements completed ready for 
our horses to enjoy this year!  
 

Looking ahead at 2018 and the things we hope to accomplish -  more horses 
adopted -  Priority #1. To do that we need to get our horses ground and sad-
dle trained. FCER has been accepted into the 2018 Plan 4 Progress Pro-
gram, which teaches volunteers at rescues across the US to train the 
horses. This program is underwritten by the Humane Society of the 
United States, so a big òHats Offó to them. We are excited that this year 
we have 10 volunteers participating in the program!  We plan to combine 
the P4P program with an aggressive marketing program (can you 
help?)to find  our horses good, loving homes.  
 

Lastly, we continue to improve the facility by installing more pipe fenc-
ing this year. And we hope to have the solar water troughs connected to a 
waterline system so they automatically 
fill. Just think of all the hours of labor 
saved once that is in place!  Now, if we could 
only teach the horses to poop in one spot so itõs 
easier to cleané. 
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It Must Be Love!  

Why else would a person volunteer to do Fecal Egg Counts?  Super 

Volunteer and Board Member Sheila OõNeil (photo at left) is pre-

paring manure specimens for examination. Next sheõll look for 

worm eggs with the microscope.  Sheila, recently retired   from the 

Veterans Administration as a nurse, is uniquely qualified to take 

on this task.  

Weõre instituting this new process to better control the worm popu-

lation without having to deworm all the horses. Using Fecal Egg 

Counts (FECõs) will allow us to determine which horses need de-

worming and only treat those. This will save dollars by reducing 

the number of dewormers purchased, reduce the likelihood of dewormer resistant 

worms developing AND the horses who donõt need deworming wonõt have to taste 

that nasty paste in their mouths!  

                   A WIN - WIN - WIN    GOTTA LOVE IT!  

      Santa Arrived Early!  

The long-awaited Solar Heated Water Troughs arrived  

on December 22nd, just in time for Christmas!  

Receiving them was a special treat for those people who  

deal with frozen water in the winter, a constant exercise 

 in vigilance. The troughs have been strategically placed  

for maximum benefit. Volunteers like spending less time working on watering, FCER likes the lower electric 

bills, and the horses are really liking no frozen water. Weõd like to thank all those people who sent in their 

hard earned dollars to help make these a reality! But wait - thereõs more. The same donor who matched 

funds last year has signed up to do it again this year! So weõll be rolling out another Solar Water Trough cam-

paign in the Spring.  Our goal to continue becoming ògreeneró, or as green as we can here on the high desert 

plateau - currently in a drought.  

The Fence Work Continues 

Normally we would not consider installing pipe fencing in 

January. But, since Mother Nature has been exceptionally 

kind to us this year with warm temperatures and zero pre-

cipitation we decided to chance it. And so, work has begun 

on another section of pipe fencing. The first step is setting 

the posts, which is about 1/2 done, as you can see in the 

photo. Next weõll install the rails and gates.  

Lastly, weõll paint the pipe with white paint. If you know of someone with that skill set who is 

able to help - please send him/her our way! Weõd sure LOVE to see them! 




