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Let’s Do This!
It seems as though we are off to the races already this year! We’ve adopted out
4 horses so far in 2019. That is awesome news! On the flip side of that, we’ve
gotten calls on several horses that need a place to go. Winter is always a hard
time for horses, and even more so this year with the high price of any hay that
can be found. We’ve been able to help 2 families keep their horses by funding hay
for them. These are folks who don’t want to lose their horses due to a short
term problem. We don’t want them to either, and so are helping them out. It is
very difficult for people to face the reality they can’t feed their horses - and it is
even harder for them to call a rescue. They made the conscientious decision to
NOT to take their horse to the sale barn, where they might make a few bucks,
but put the horse at risk of slaughter. My hat is off to people who put aside ego
and look for the best answer for their horse.
First - a look back. Your generous gifts have allowed our organization to continue our mission to rescue horses from perilous situations. In 2018 FCER was able
to take in 24 horses and donkeys and assist in getting another 27 horses to safety. We bought 2 more acres of property and are working hard to get it useable.
We had only 13 horses go out. The biggest problems? The local economy is still
faltering. The drought has made hay very expensive and hard to find. But the biggest hurdle we face is - our horses need more training.
To that end, in addition to sending horses out for training, we are bringing it also
inhouse. We’re training volunteers to work with horses doing the initial ground
work. This is a necessary prerequisite for saddle training. We’re hiring a trainer
to work here instead of sending all the horses out. These changes will enable us
to work together on issues so we can get more horses ready for new homes in a
shorter timeframe.
In this issue of our newsletter we are featuring one of our rescue horses - Epona.
We follow her progress from initial intake through being
adopted. Epona found her valentine in Rosemary, who
adopted her. After the story is a breakdown of the expenses. There you can see where your donations go,
and how important every dollar is. We have many more
Epona’s and they all need a Valentine too.
We could not do this work without you!

Happy Valentine’s Day
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Epona’s Rescue Story
Epona entered Four Corners Equine Rescue (FCER) in August of
2017. She was surrendered to FCER when the New Mexico Livestock Board confiscated 16 other horses from the same owner. Her
Body Condition Score was a 3, which means she was underweight,
hooves not cared for and wormy. Things in her favor included her
young age – only 2 years old, she had been handled at some point,
and she had a quiet disposition. Her confidence level, however, was
zero. On the 4 hour trip to FCER she literally trembled the whole
time, even though she traveled with a herdmate.
Epona entered Rehabilitation, the first phase of her journey. She was examined by the veterinarian and a diet designed for her to gain weight at an acceptable level. The volunteers went to work socializing her – gaining her trust and building her confidence. Her feet were trimmed, a slow process, as only so much can be
taken off at a time to minimize her discomfort. Rehabilitation is not pain free. The body goes through a multitude of changes as it adjusts to the availability of food. All the while volunteers continue to work with her
perception of humans and build her skillset. Epona learned to enjoy grooming, even expressing pleasure
when a “sweet spot” was brushed. Rehab took a little over 4 months.
Next came the Training Evaluation. Epona was determined to be
sound, and a good candidate for saddle training. We sent her to a
local trainer – Randall Davis, of Crownpoint, N.M. Randall uses Natural Horsemanship techniques, and Epona blossomed! While she was
still in training, we began marketing her for adoption. And the right
person found her. A lady from Ft. Davis, TX drove 9 hours to spend
time with Epona. After she returned to TX Rosemary called to say
she had one more horse to look at, but she really liked Epona. Three
days later she emailed to say Epona had captured her heart, and she
had canceled the appointment to look at the other horse.
And so Epona walked calmly into a horse trailer for the drive to her new home.
It couldn’t have
turned out better.

Continued on page 3
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A Note from Rosemary
Epona arrived at her new forever home on October 15, 2018. Rosemary Dennis, of Fort Davis, Texas is
her new owner. Epona shares her new life with Rosemary and Art, and her new equine friend, Howdy the
donkey. Rosemary says: "I feel so fortunate that there are great organizations like Four Corners Equine Rescue
that make the effort to not only rescue equines in need, but also really evaluate the animal so it can go to just the
right home. I couldn't have found a better equine companion. Epona is my dream come true. Debbie took the time
to understand my needs and knew just what I was looking for. As well, her trainer, Randall Davis, is marvelous! He
took a young horse and really put a good handle on her in just three months. As a senior equestrian, I feel completely safe with Epona, because of the good foundation that Randall has provided. I feel fortunate to have her. Equine
rescue organizations provide such a great service for equines and people alike. They deserve to be supported financially by both the private sector and at the government level."
The Numbers Behind the Story
Epona spent 14 months at FCER. The big factor in her favor was that she was a domestic horse, not wild.
Had she been a wild horse her time would have been at least 4 months longer. Transitioning horses from
wild to domesticity is a long process, especially if care is taken not to traumatize more than necessary.
Expenses for Epona’s Future included:
Vetting, farrier, supplements

$ 420.00

Feed for 412 days

$2060.00

Legal Fees (Brand Inspection, etc.)

$ 135.00

Training

$2800.00

Total Expenses

$5415.00

ADOPTION FEE

-$ 700.00

Amount to Fundraise For

$4715.00

Please charge $_______ to my (circle one)
MasterCard

Visa

Amex

Discover

_________________________________________________
Name on Card
______________________________________________________

Credit Card Number
_______________ ___________
Expiration Date

CV V

___________________

Epona during rehab with the neighbor’s pot-.
bellied pig who came to visit.

2019 MEMBERSHIP “Let’s Do This!”
Enclosed is my check for: $_________________
Single $25
Family $40
EXTRA $______

Zip Code

_________________________________________________
Cardholders Signature

Please Remit to:

Four Corners Equine Rescue (FCER)
22 Road 3334

Aztec, NM 87410
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We Love our 10’ers - “Senior” Volunteers!

Jodi Idzerda, shown here with

Terry Coburn shown here with Chaco

Nova and Little Girl - 13 years!

15 years

Gina Morris shown with
McKinley - 10 years

Bill Idzerda, shown with Nina
13 years

Sheila O’Neil with Mickey 14 years
John Martin with Fonzie
10 Years

101 YEARS of
VOLUNTEERING
Jo McCaffree, shown with Cisco 11 years

Debbie Coburn at a training clinic - 15 years

New

Left - Finito

Arrivals

CONGRATULATIONS!
“It’s a matter of taking the side of the
weak against the strong. Something
good people have always done.”

Harriet Beecher Stowe
Right - Joker
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Thanks to our Sponsors

Finding Love in a New Home

Above - Twinkle to Peggy
Below - Scout to Joost

4 locations to serve you!

Above - Baby to Erica

In Farmington
4200 E Main

Below - Pedro to Kathy

101 Gooding Lane
6330 E 20th St
Aztec
1523 W Aztec Blvd

Thanks!
Porter’s Restaurant & Big R
for displaying our donation jars!

Below - Cid to Hannah

Upcoming Events
February
Membership Month
March
9 Barn Tours/ Vol. Orientation
23 Project Day

April
6 4CBCH Tack Sale Durango
20 Barn Tours/Vol. Orientation
27 National Help a Horse Day
Tours are from 10 to 4
Orientations are from 2 to 3

Help Wanted
Person to create videos and photos of horses
who are available for adoption
Construction Team to help install pipe fencing and site preparation at the new land

Four Corners Equine Rescue
22 Road 3334
Aztec, NM 87410
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FCER Mission Statement
Four Corners Equine Rescue is an all volunteer non-profit organization dedicated to the rescue of horses from perilous situations,
their rehabilitation, and their adoption into good, loving homes. We will assist wherever, whenever we can to help a horse that
needs rescuing. We believe that horses hold a special place in God’s world, and that helping them is a noble effort. We further dedicate ourselves to educating people on the care, medical needs, and other aspects of good horse ownership, thereby improving the
lives of the horses and their owners.

FCER is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charitable organization and all donations are tax-deductible.

Call 505-334-7220
We’re also on the web at:

e-mail: fcernm@gmail.com

In Honor of President’s Day - Ulysses S. Grant
By all accounts POTUS #18 was a true equestrian savant,
considered by many to be the greatest pure horseman to
ever hold the ultimate office. His natural touch and feel
with horses was evident from an early age, and his riding
ability made him a standout at West Point and later in the
US Army he would eventually control. He was known as a
fearless rider in the saddle with the subtlety to train even
the most fiery of colts. Grant’s most famous
horse, Cincinnati, was the son of the great thoroughbred stallion Lexington, and was his
preferred means of transportation during the Civil War.

Kisses $1

Slobbery
Kisses $2

