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What is a critical care rescue? It’s the horse we absolutely 

must  take . It’s the  horse whose  demise is imminent if we 

don’t step in. It’s the horse who needs us the most. The cir-

cumstances leading up to this  critical point are usually 

long term and someone should have intervened  long be-

fore now. Because no one did, these horses present us with 

huge challenges.  

 

FCER has taken in 5 critical care rescues in the past 4 

months. It started with Dreamer in February and contin-

ues  with Angela, Serafina, Keeper and Dulce.  These hors-

es suffer horrific hoof condition, worms, ticks, ringworm, 

and  starvation. Their stories are in this newsletter. Each 

of them  is deserving of our very best efforts.   

 

Critical Care Rescues  use up a lot of resources - in the 

time required to tend to them, in the  space they need for 

an extended  period of time, and in the money needed to 

rehabilitate them. Having 5 of them at once  is especially 

challenging.  

 

We’re going to do our best for each and every one. To do 

that, we need your help. If you are close to the rescue 

please come out to help. There is plenty of work to do. To be 

blunt - these extreme rescue cases are expensive. And we  

need your help with funding.  

 

They have found it in their hearts to 

give humans a second chance. We 

hope you can find it in your heart to 

help them get a second chance too.  

Thank you for all your support! 

All The Poop 

The New 

Hay Barn 

is  

Complete! 

And so is 

the tool 

shed at 

the new 

property! 

 

Next up -  

Electricity 

and 

Water 

Spigots! 

Critical Care Rescue 

Dulce at Animal Haven Clinic 
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Serafina  

On April 15th we took in Serafina. She is a 14 year old mare, over 200 

pounds underweight.  Her owner had given her to a young couple sever-

al years ago as a riding horse. One day he walked out to the corrals to 

find she had been returned - in this condition. Late winter is a hard time 

for a lot of people, stretching the hay they have until the grass turns 

green or until the first cutting of hay comes off the fields. He barely had 

enough hay to feed the horses he had, and so decided to send Serafina 

to a place she could get the help she needs.  

What’s the plan for Serafina? First, get her strong enough to endure the 5 day deworming process, then do 

dental and farrier  work. She’ll be in intensive rehabilitation for several months. It will take 4-6 months of spe-

cial feedings. In the meantime we’ll spend time with her grooming her poor coat, investigating her response 

to picking up her feet, leading, stopping, and response to stimuli. Eventually Serafina should make a come-

back, and our goal is to be able to adopt her as a riding horse.  

Side bar: The meaning of “Serafina” is “Heavenly, Winged Angel”.  The girl’s name Serafina comes from the 

Bible from the Hebrew ' sĕrāphīm', meaning "burning ones", to describe the six winged heavenly angels sur-

rounding and praising the throne of God.  

Angela’s Owner Charged with Animal Cruelty 

Angela (Angie) came into FCER in April after being removed from her owner by law enforcement. This once beautiful 

mare was at least 250 pounds underweight. She had ringworm, ticks, worms and had foundered.  Laminitis is very pain-

ful, and although some horses can regain soundness and resume a riding career, this 

is not a realistic goal for Angie.  At about 22 years old, our goal for her is to be-

come comfortable. She will need extensive 

corrective hoof work to accomplish that. In 

the meantime, she’s on medication and we’re 

soaking her feet because of abscesses. Angie 

has been in a terrible, painful condition for a 

long time. She deserves some quality retire-

ment, and we intend to give it to her. 

In early March a lady came by asking for help with a horse. A relative had passed away and the family thought the horse 

should go to her husband. But her husband has severe medical issues and she isn’t a horse person. She’d been feeding 

him some of her chickens’ feed, which was all she could afford. And so Keeper came to FCER. First stop - the vet clin-

ic. We discovered his digestive system had so much sand in it that a “swooshing”  

sound  could be heard with a stethoscope. He had 

chronic diarrhea from the sand, which also result-

ed in dehydration. It took over a month to treat it. 

We weren't sure he would make it. But he did, 

and now is on a firm path to recovery. While 

Keeper will never return to being a riding horse, 

he will be a safe horse for people to learn handling.   

Angela gets her hoof soak for the day Angela soaking up some sun  
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Please charge $_______ to my  (circle one)    

MasterCard         Visa             Amex               Discover 

_________________________________________________ 

   Name on Card 

______________________________________________________ 

   Credit Card Number 

_______________   ___________     ___________________ 

   Expiration Date         CV V          Zip Code 

_________________________________________________ 

   Cardholders Signature    

Help the Horses! 

Enclosed is my check for: $_________________ 

     Equine Senior  $22.49 each bag  

     Farrier Care $50 each trim  

Where it’s Needed!  $_______________ 

  

Please Remit to:    Four Corners Equine Rescue (FCER) 

           22 Road 3334     Aztec, NM  87410 

      Dreamer 
In February we took in Dreamer, an emergency rescue.  Saying “We 

can’t take him” wasn't an option. Dreamer is an 11 year old stallion. 

He’s been in his pen so long he was standing on 3 feet of his own ma-

nure. He was born on the place we got him from. He had never been 

haltered or had his feet done – essentially never been touched. We 

were alerted to his plight by the granddaughter of the person who 

owned him. When we went to get him there was so much junk 

around him it took us over an hour to get  to his gate – which was buried in manure and we had to dig it out. Since 

he couldn’t be touched and we don’t have the appropriate chute here to put him in to sedate him, we took him to 

another facility that did. The initial rescue occurred on a Friday. The following 

Monday a vet and farrier were there to work on him. The vet sedated him and 

they went to work. As it turns out Dreamer is a cryptorchid (retained testicle) 

which requires major surgery and can’t be done in the barnyard. But his feet 

were trimmed. The farrier removed 18.5 inches of foot – about 5 years’ worth. 

It weighed 3 lbs. 12 oz. The next day we moved him to FCER. Four days after 

the trim he was still a little wobbly on his feet, and sore.  

So where are we now? We’ve put plenty of shavings in his stall so he can have a soft place to stand. He’s laying 

down a lot, with his front legs curled up underneath him – something he couldn't do for the past 6 to 8 years.  He’s 

getting grass hay free choice. We installed a wall feeder so he doesn't have to 

put more weight on the front feet. We’re also giving him small portions of 

alfalfa hay – fed by hand to develop trust and start a relationship.  It's a slow 

go. Dreamer has an odd behavior I haven't seen before. When he feels 

stressed he turns his head and bites himself! So our sessions are frequent, 

but short, as I try not to get him stressed to that point. He sometimes turns 

his head, but hasn't bitten himself in a few weeks. And he shows NO aggres-

sion toward humans, thank God.   Dreamer has many months, probably a 

year, to success, but with your help, he’ll make it!    
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    New  Arrivals   

 

Dulce 

It started with an email asking if we could take their horse. In the email was the 

photo at the right. One look at those feet and the answer had to be yes. And ASAP! 

We made arrangements with the vet clinic to take her directly there. In spite of 

her feet, she walked right into the trailer.  

The veterinarian and farrier agreed that Dulce had to be sedated and laid down 

for the first trim.  A reciprocating saw was used to make the first cut. The trim 

went well. The decision was made for Dulce to remain at the vet clinic for the 

next several days so she could be monitored and medicated as needed. Her 

muscles and suspensory system have many changes to go through, and those 

changes won’t come pain free. Anyone who’s had 

physical therapy can attest to that.  

Through it all Dulce remains exceptionally coopera-

tive, a very kind and gentle mare. She is one of those 

rare horses whose persona exudes kindness and 

trust, even with all she has endured.  

Dulce has many months, probably a year, of corrective trimming and maybe 

shoeing to go. At 18 years old, our goal is for her to  return to soundness and be a 

trail horse once again.  Dulce’s path to recovery will be long and expensive. 

In addition to Dulce, Dream-
er, Serafina, Keeper & Angie 

Meet Tina, a miniature horse 
on the left.  

Center is Bud, an 11 year old 
donkey 

Right - Sampson, a gelding 
returned from adoption 

Meet our New Onsite Trainer 

Ran Nez comes to FCER with extensive knowledge and experience in 

starting horses under saddle. He uses Natural Horsemanship tech-

niques, which  aligns perfectly with our methodology. Ran is also 

working with the volunteers who are participating in the 2019 Plan for Pro-

gress program starting horses in ground work training. This enables us to have 

more horses further in their training at a faster pace. Having Ran working here 

allows us the ability to schedule potential adopter visits more conveniently. 

We are also able to make better use of the Progress Reports and Evaluations.  

Welcome Ran! 
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Thanks to our Sponsors 

 

Upcoming Events 

June 

8  Project Day - wash feeders 

 

22   Barn Tours/ Vol. Orientation 

 

July 

13 Project Day - Wash Stalls 

 

27  Barn Tours/ Vol. Orientation 

  

Tours are from 1 to 4 

Orientations are from 2 to 3 
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Thanks!  
Porter’s Restaurant & Big R                           

for displaying our donation jars! 

4 locations to serve you! 

In Farmington 

4200 E Main  

101 Gooding Lane  

6330 E 20th St  

Aztec 

1523 W Aztec Blvd  

Little Girl’s Birthday Party 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 22nd we celebrated Little Girl’s 33rd birthday! 

Complete with a Senior Mash cake topped with chunks of fresh 

apples and 2 candles - #33. Little Girl promptly ate one of the can-

dles, causing Aunt Jo to worry for the next few days. 

L-R Aunt Jo the party organizer, Shannon, Mervin, Little Girl, 

Terry, Ben and Ran.  

Gone Home! 

Help Wanted  

Pipe Fence Welder & Gate Fixer Needed - we have several 

gates in need of repair or replacing. We have pipe available for fabrica-

tion. Also need welder to install pipe fencing at the new property. 

Volunteer Rider Needed - we have horses who are new to riding 

and need a person to put miles on them. Rider will be accompanied by 

our trainer. An understanding of leg cues, balance and seat is essential.  

If you can help call 505-334-7220 or email fcernm@gmail.com 

Left - Nina (top) and Nova (bottom)  got to go to their new 

home together! Congrats to Lorraine & Kiera! 

Middle  Top - Red goes home with Dr. Graham 

Middle Bottom - Tina finds a foster home with the Mace family! 

Above - Joker finds a 

whole Family - Congrats 

to Katie! 

 



 

F o u r  C o r n e r s  E q u i n e  R e s c u e  

2 2  R o a d  3 3 3 4  

A z t e c ,  N M   8 7 4 1 0   

 

R e t u r n  S e r v i c e  R e q u e s t e d  

Four Corners Equine Rescue is an all volunteer non-profit organization dedicated to the rescue of horses from perilous situations, 

their rehabilitation, and their adoption into good, loving homes. We will assist wherever, whenever we can to help a horse that 

needs rescuing.  We believe that horses hold a special place in God’s world, and that helping them is a noble effort.  We further ded-

icate ourselves to educating people on the care, medical needs, and other aspects of good horse ownership, thereby improving the 

lives of the horses and their owners. 

FCER is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charitable organization and all donations are tax-deductible. 

 Call 505-334-7220 e-mail: fcernm@gmail.com 

We’re also on the web at: 

FCER Mission Statement 

Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage  

PAID 

Four Corners 

Equine Rescue  

 

 Spring  
is 

Brushing 
Time! 

Laminitis is a painful and potentially crippling dis-

ease that can be fatal to horses. Laminitis (aka 

founder) is an inflammation of the laminae of the 

foot – the soft tissue structures that attach the cof-

fin bone of the foot to the hoof wall. The inflam-

mation and damage to the laminae causes ex-

treme pain and leads to instability of the coffin 

bone. In more severe cases it can lead to complete 

separation of and rotation of the coffin bone with-

in the hoof wall. The coffin bone may even come 

through the sole of the foot.  

 
  


