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I was pondering what to write on the front page of this newsletter. It is always the hardest to 

write. Then I got a phone call about a miniature horse in terrible shape. And in the course of 
events getting the little guy into FCER, the answer to the question became abundantly clear. 

 
The little horse was located  quite a ways from FCER, and I asked the caller if he’d contacted 

others. Yes, he said. Nobody returned the call. And so I headed down the road. I located the  
place just fine, and got the required paperwork for the return trip. The condition of the mini 

was horrific. His feet were in worse shape than either Dreamer or Dulce. The little guy could 
hardly walk, and we had to lift him into the trailer.  

 
The “Battery” light came on in my truck not too far down the road.  I said some prayers, 

called Terry (my husband) and kept going.  There’s a whole lot of nothing out there.  
Wouldn’t you know the truck stalled out at a stop light in 6 0’clock traffic in a little town 

about 150 miles south of us named Bernalillo.  By now it was dark, and I was worried some-

one would hit the trailer with the little mini in it. So I called the local PD, and soon a Patrol-
man pulled up behind me. He put his blinky lights on and stayed with us until the tow truck 

arrived to get us. I’d called AAA, who informed me the truck was free but it would be $150 
for the trailer. But the Tow Truck Driver didn’t charge me for that. And he towed us to a me-

chanic shop that both he and the patrol officer recommended. So, we tucked the mini in for 
the night with hay, water and shavings, and I got a ride with the patrol officer to the hotel. 

The clerk there heard the story and promptly gave me a discounted rate.  The next morning I 
walked to the repair shop and spoke with the owner. I explained the circumstances, and that 

this little mini needed to get to the vets office.  He put our repair at the top of the list and 
got right on it. It turned out the alternator had gone out, taking both batteries with it. The 

mechanic stayed on the repair through lunch to get us back on the road.  We arrived at Ani-
mal Haven Veterinary Clinic about 4:30 that afternoon. My husband had called ahead so 

they were ready for us. One of our other special hoof cases, Dulce, was scheduled for hoof 
work the next morning, so the little mini got added to the schedule.  

 
The next day the little guy was anesthetized and laid down in the surgery room to do the 

hoof work. It was difficult, and he will have a long road to healthy feet, at least 8 months. 
But, we think he’ll make it.  

 
And we named him Bernie, after the town of Bernalillo and all the 

wonderful people whose kindness and generosity sure helped 
make a bad situation better.  And with that we bid you - 

Merry Christmas  
Thank you for all your kindness & generosity this year. 

Bernie thanks you too.   
                              Debbie  &  Terry    More on Bernie on page 2 
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Lessons learned on the road 
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Thanksgiving 2019 

Dear Thankful Readers, 

Today at the horse rescue I saw Dulce wearing a feathered 

headband. “Dulce, you look so beautiful! Easy to see why you 

are a calendar model!” 

“Why me, Aunt Jo? I’m just a little black mare who had 12” long 

elf feet and bunchy hair.” asked Dulce. 

“Yes, but now Dulce, after 7 months of hoof trimming and good 

food, you are a stunner! Best though, is your serenity.” replied 

Aunt Jo. 

“Aunt Jo, here I live like a queen in a pretty bird song. I am so thankful for FCER,” Dulce said.  

“We all are, Dulce, Please tell us your story.” said Aunt Jo.  

 

And so Dulce started telling her story. “It was a hard time. For 5 years I lived in a pen just big enough to lay 

down. I was treated like junk. I ate bits of cow hay and drank dirty water. Worse, no hoof man ever came. 

My hooves grew and grew. My body hurt all over. I didn’t feel like moving around much. Sometimes I cried 

out in pain and sadness. No one cared.  

Until in May a little brown bird landed on my fence. He sang the sweetest song. It made my heart feel warm. 
“Thank you for the song little bird,” Dulce said to the bird. “I was sent,” he chirped. Just then a shadow fell 

on us. A large hawk screamed as he swooped down to take the little bird. Not on my watch! I reared up, 

pawed the air with my long feet and clipped him. The stunned hawk fell to the ground. He later flew off, but 

very wobbly. My freak feet downed the hawk and saved the little singer. I hoped the bird was OK. Next 

morning the brown bird returned and sang his song. Afterward he whispered a promise. “I’m so thankful you 

saved me. I will come every day to sing for you.” You know, Aunt Jo, the little bird kept his promise. His 

sweet song made me look forward to everyday and I survived. In this way the bird and I saved each other. 

One day two horsewomen came. They had fire in their eyes. The bird softly whispered, “I knew they’d come 

to take you to paradise. Love you!” I blinked my eyes and the bird was gone. I slowly 

walked into the FCER trailer with a little hope. 

On this special day give thanks for all the love in your life. Show it. Say it.  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

From Aunt Jo and Dulce, a horse of courage.  

Horses as Healers and 

Educators 

by Kelsey John 

Kelsey does an awesome 

presentation of explaining 

the Navajo Mustangs relationship to their People. 

Kelsey worked with FCER horse Bambi, who had 

been one of our most challenging horses to con-

nect with. Ultimately Kelsey adopted Bambi - the 

perfect person for her! Here's the link to watch 

this video https://youtu.be/zGYM7F5x9ak 

Bernie 

Right - Bedded 
down for the night 
in the trailer. 

Below - front feet 

Below right - side 
view before trim 
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Please charge $_______ to my  (circle one)    

MasterCard         Visa             Amex               Discover 

_________________________________________________ 

   Name on Card 

______________________________________________________ 

   Credit Card Number 

_______________   ___________     ___________________ 

   Expiration Date         CV V          Zip Code 

_________________________________________________ 

   Cardholders Signature    

Make it Monthly Until I Cancel 

Help the Horses! 

Enclosed is my check for: $______________ 

            $_______ for _________________ 

     $______ for Bernie’s recovery 

 Where it’s Needed!  $_______________ 

 

 Please Remit to:    Four Corners Equine Rescue (FCER) 

           22 Road 3334     Aztec, NM  87410 

Thank 

You! 

 

 

FCER Christmas Wish List 

And our little gift to you - we hope you’ll enjoy coloring this Christmas Scene 

Jolly Balls  - $19 Treats - $15 bag Hay Bags - $70     Hay  - $9 a bale 

Hoof Trim  - $45 Carrots - $8 bag Saddle training - $900 a month 

Teeth Float $125 Vaccinations $53 Stall Mats - $240 per stall 

Drawing by Ben B. 
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2020 Calendar Order Form    

Calendars are $15each + $3 each to ship 

    Please charge $_______ to my  (circle one)    

MasterCard         Visa             Amex               Discover 

_________________________________________________ 

   Name on Card 

______________________________________________________ 

   Credit Card Number 

_______________   ___________     ___________________ 

   Expiration Date         CV V          Zip Code 

_________________________________________________ 

   Cardholders Signature    

My check or money order is enclosed 

Mail to: 

Name: _________________________________ 

Street: _________________________________ 

City: _______________  State: ____ Zip: ______ 

If this is a gift, write your Holiday Message below: 

 

      The 2020 Calendars are Ready to Ship for Christmas! 

Our 16 x 11 Wall Calendar features different horse photos on each month! 

Locally available at Aztec Chiropractic in Aztec and Animal Haven Clinic in  

Farmington at the FCER office and online on our website -  

http://www.fourcornersequinerescue.org 

  Great Christmas Presents for the Horse Lovers on your Christmas List! 

Page 4    

Top Left - Jemez wild band Left- Ruby, center is 

Red Sox, Right - herd stallion Jemez and peeking 

out from the center is Bingo.  

Upper center - Mickey Upper Right - Rex 

Middle Row L to R - Spartacus, Pinkie, Miles 

Lower Row L to R - Glacier, Dayle, Chaco 
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Thanks!  
Porter’s Restaurant 

 & Big R                           
for displaying our donation jars! 

Top L-R 

Corrales, Mocha, Cocoa 

Bottom L-R 

Miles, Dude 

Christmas Wreath  
Fundraiser 

There’s Still Time!   

Here’s a way to brighten the 

holidays for those special peo-

ple who don’t live close to you!  

Mail them a Holiday Wreath! 

Just go to the website 

  mickmanholidaygifts.com  

order your gift using fundraising code 

FCORERNM001   

 FCER gets $8 for each gift!! 

SUPPORT FCER  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/ 

20-0979636 

Homeward Bound 

FCER supporter Vicky Ramakka thought folks might like to know about her new 
book, The Cactus Plot. It is a murder mystery set on BLM land in northwest New 
Mexico. Dunnie, a tamed mustang, plays a key role in capturing the bad guy.  
 
Botanist Millie Whitehall, the main character, is hired by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement to survey endangered plants. What Millie expects to be a peaceful summer 
turns into a chaotic hunt for a ruthless killer. She experiences the friction of working 
for the BLM through the characters she meets—a secretive cowboy, friendly oil and 
gas hand, out-spoken environmentalist, foreign tourist, and a cheeky Navajo biolo-
gist. Some of these become allies, one ends up threatening her life. This Excerpt 
from Chapter 12 – Millie first encounters Cowboy and his horse Dunne while she is 
out surveying a cactus plot: Two quail whooshed into flight across the plot, causing 
Millie to wheel around and peer in their direction. A horse stopped short and snort-
ed. The tawny buckskin and its rider’s black hat blended with the shadows.  
The cowboy’s head shot up. “What are you doing here? Easy, Dunnie, easy.” 

…The man wore leather chaps, and had a coiled rope and rifle case slung from his saddle.  

The Cactus Plot is available at Amy’s Bookcase and Artifacts Art Gallery in Farmington, and at Feat of Clay 
in Aztec. it is also on Amazon as print and e-book. The characters and situations will seem very familiar to 
Four Corners residents.  
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R e t u r n  S e r v i c e  R e q u e s t e d  

Four Corners Equine Rescue is a volunteer based non-profit organization dedicated to the rescue of horses from peri-

lous situations, their rehabilitation, and their adoption into good, loving homes. We will assist wherever, whenever we 

can to help a horse that needs rescuing.  We believe that horses hold a special place in God’s world, and that helping 

them is a noble effort.  We further dedicate ourselves to educating people on the care, medical needs, and other aspects 

of good horse ownership, thereby improving the lives of the horses and their owners. 

FCER is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charitable organization and all donations are tax-deductible. 

 Call 505-334-7220 e-mail: fcernm@gmail.com 

We’re also on the web at: 

FCER Mission Statement 

Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage  

PAID 

Four Corners 

Equine Rescue  

 

Happy 

Holidays 

Yakutian Horse aka Yakut Horse 

This furry equine hails from Yakutia, in eastern 
Siberia. About 13 hands (4 ft 3 inches), short and 
compact, with a short neck and straight, wide 
feet. Yakutian horses lose up to 20% of their 
body weight during the long, cold winter 
months. They have thick manes and tails and 
exceptionally thick winter coats. This is the only 

horse that can survive in the Arctic Circle. They can safely be kept unsta-
bled in -94°F temperatures. These horses’ entire bodies adapt during the 
wintertime, and their respiration rate drops from 20 breaths per minute to 
10-12 breaths per minute.  


