Four Corners Equine Rescue

Let the Sun Shine In
Summer 2012

Summer is here, casting us in sunshine and warmth. After a very lengthy
winter, we’re all ready for longer days, outdoor fun, and, hopefully, a little more
time on our hands. In the spirit of celebrating the changing seasons, we are
springing into a busy summer loaded with lots of fun , excitement, and education for everybody.
FCER is pleased to announce that after much planning, we will be working in conjunction with Aztec Museum
and Pioneer Village this summer to offer Horsing Around with History, our newest program that will bring our
rescue horses to the public and place them in the setting of the museum to show the tremendous impact
horses have had on our local history. Fun activities for the kiddies, horseback rides, petting area; information
sessions, and so much more will be offered. It is our intent to provide fun in the sun for everybody while
raising awareness and gaining more supporters for the museum and the rescue. Flyers are going out soon
about our events, which begin on June 2nd at the Aztec Museum. We are looking forward to seeing you this
summer.
We are also geared up and ready for the 2nd Annual Animal Affaire. The event will be held on June 9th at
the Sheriff’s Posse Grounds, and will feature a benefit 8-mile trail ride, an obstacle course competition, a
silent auction, horse rides, vendor booths, refreshments, and lot of prizes. For more information or to register,
call 505-334-7220 or 505-360-5996. We are looking forward to a great summer with many opportunities to
raise awareness and money for our horses. So please come join us...just don’t forget the sun block.
FCER will also be working hard on the issues that have recently put New Mexico in the media’s glare for
being the worst state for the overall treatment of its equines. Now the world is taking notice of the blatant
abuse of our horses, and when that happens, change happens. Between the disregard of racehorses, the
deplorable conditions at a NM auction barn in Los Lunas, and the potential of a slaughter house opening in
Roswell, we have much work ahead of us. Bad news, yes, but the attention has created more awareness
among the public and more supporters for the humane treatment of our horses, and they are now demanding
change. We look forward to the hard work ahead and the change it will bring.

Congratulations to Nancy and
Tom Britanyak, winners of the
diamond pendant raffle held during our Oct. 2011 Open House.
Thanks to all who helped us raise
$500 for the rescue!!

Calendar of Events
Riverfest (look for our booth!)

May 26th &27th

Aztec Fiesta Days

June 2th

2nd Annual Animal Affaire at SJC
Posse grounds

June 9th

Open Barn Tours: 1-4pm

June 16th & July 21st

Volunteer Orientations: 2-3:30pm

June 23rd & July 28th

Horsemanship for Kids Classes:
9-11am

May 30th; June 16th, 23rd & 30th;

Horsing Around with History at
the Aztec Museum

June 2 & 23rd; July 14th & 28th

July 14th, 21st & 28th

The Heat Is On
A recent investigation conducted by
Animals’ Angels into the unabated
negligence and deliberate abuse of
hundreds of horses at Southwest
Livestock Auction & Slaughter Horse
Feedlot in Los Lunas has placed New
Mexico is a less than favorable light.
Animals’ Angels is a 501 (c)(1) non
profit organization focusing on
improving conditions for all farm
animals. Although they have been
investigating horse slaughter cruelty
cases for more than six years, what AA
found in Los Lunas was the worst case
they have seen. Sadly, they also
discovered how unsympathetic people
are, and they came to the conclusion
that, in effect, “horse slaughter means a
free pass...kill buyer amnesty for abuse,

neglect, and animal cruelty.”
On March 10, 2012 AA visited SW
Livestock Auction to investigate the
numerous complaints received by
neighbors about Dennis Chavez,
owner of SW Livestock Auction.
Pictures and video taken during
AA’s investigation hit the internet
and went viral, making it impossible
for officials to continue their claims
that they have no knowledge of the
severe abuse and neglect these
horses suffer at the hands of
uncaring people.
Hundreds of horses at SW Livestock
Auction were found emaciated due
to malnutrition; nearly 700 horses
had body scores of less than 1—on a

scale of 1-5, anything below 2 means
extreme emaciation . There were horses
with untreated injuries—bleeding gashes
in eyes, open body wounds, improper
castrations, one horse was tangled in hay
rope and couldn't stand, another horse
had a swollen face dripping with
infection, and yet another horse with
teeth so large he was probably unable to
eat. And the most horrifying image is of
a young horse clearly in distress, barely
alive, yet the auction vet, C.Y. Brasmer,
was nowhere to be found, nor was the
brand inspector, B. J. Winchester, willing
to do anything. The horse finally drew
her last breath, but her death was
excruciating and painful as she lied in
the dirt day after day, trying to get up,
trying to cling to life. (cont on page 4)

Off To Their Forever Homes

Raven is kicking it up because she has a
new home with Nicole.

Tracey and John have taken home
Barkley.

Stretch and
Joker have
found true
love with
Debbie and
Misty.

Harley D is comfortable in his
new home with John.

Trooper
Slim
Darby, Slim, & Trooper have been adopted by father and son,
Kent and Kraig.

Cosmo will be spending the rest
of his days with Jean.

Chickadee has her forever
home with Merri Ann.

Summer will be sweet for
Honey who has gone home
with Lee.

Nothing but sunshine for Fancy II at her
new home with Corey.

Darby

Spotlight Volunteer: John Martin
John has been a
dedicated volunteer at
FCER for five years
now. Rain, snow,
torrent
winds,
sunshine, no matter
the
weather
conditions,
John
John and Fonzie at last
year’s Octoberfest Parade. faithfully comes his
two days per week.
He donates his time to the rescue because he
believes in the welfare of the horses, and he
takes great pride and satisfaction in the little
things he can do for all of the horses in need at
FCER. Watering, cleaning stalls, grooming, and
attending events that help raise awareness, no
task is too menial or difficult for John to tackle.
He has even shared his artistic talents with us by
making our Buddy and Star Lane sign and
drawing beautiful pictures of whichever horse

inspires him.

An enormous
THANKS to:

John has a great way of connecting with each
horse at the rescue. In fact, he believes his
reward for volunteering comes in that
connection made when they approach him
and lay their heads on his shoulder or arm,
especially
Fonzie and Shamrock, our
Kirtland colts rescued more than a year ago.
It is the small ways in which the horses
express their gratitude that keep John
returning every week. And for that FCER is
immensely grateful,
as John is a much
valued volunteer
shining bright in this
newsletter’s spotlight.
Thank you, John, for
everything you do for
John’s awesome
woodwork!
the horses!

Crown Point
City Group for
their generous
donation!
And to our very
humble donors
of a Kubota
tractor. We really
appreciate it!!

Adoption Highlights

Sanchez

These two sweet adorable burros were recently surrendered to the
rescue, and are looking for their forever home. Since they are friends
and a bit leery of new people, it is necessary for them to be placed in
the same home. Sanchez is the “regular size” burro and is 11-yrs-old,
and Baby is a 9-yr-old miniature burro. Both of them lead, and
Sanchez is able to give “kids” rides, but nothing more than that. Both
can be handled quite well, and they are current on vaccinations and
deworming. The fee is $300 for both of them. Please call FCER if
you are interested in Sanchez and Baby.

Running on Empty
Since 2009 more than 350 horses have died
on New Mexico racetracks, with 63 horse
deaths in 2011 alone. This astounding
statistic is due to the ever-growing use of
drugs in order to make horses perform
beyond their abilities, especially running
through extreme pain and life-threatening
injuries just to reach the finish line. Beyond
the excessive drugging of horses, lax
regulations, lack of money for proper
testing, and the leisurely pace with which
racetrack and regulators respond to safety
alarms all contribute to the mounting
problem we see on all of our nation’s
racetracks. But it is New Mexico that is
shining too bright in the spotlight of
negligence and disregard for the lives and

health of racehorses, so much so that
Senator Tom Udall is pushing for
national legislation to protect horses
and jockeys. This issue has even
reached the congressional level where a
hearing is planned to determine some
type of remedy for the inhumane
treatment of horses in the “sport of
kings.”

Baby

US racetracks with the highest
breakdowns and deaths are in New
Mexico.
Of the many horses
sheltered at FCER, eight of them are
off-track thoroughbreds sent to
slaughter once their value decreased
due to injuries. But for us, and all
advocates for the humane treatment
of horses, their value doesn’t cease
Reading the NY Times piece has when they begin running on empty.
prompted FCER to begin our own We want this to stop, so with due
campaign for saving theses horses. But diligence we will soon devise a
it will be a challenge, because at casino program that will help give
racetracks, or “racinos,” the purse racehorses in NM the dignified
money is worth 3 times the value of a retirement they have earned. Please
horse making our horses, our kings, contact us if you are interested in
disposable commodities. Sadly, it has helping us retire our racehorses.
been discovered that five of the seven

The Heat Is On (continued)
Winchester was put on paid leave
while an investigation was held. But
he is back at work with nothing
more than a slap on the hand, as his
only transgression was his
impatience with AA investigators,
not his disregard for enforcing the
animal cruelty laws. Clearly, our
system is broken, so much so that
other NM auction barns have
ceased taking horses from NM
Livestock Board rather than be
associated with the same abuse and
neglect going on at Chavez’ feedlot.
The video AA took has European
and Canadian consumers of horse
meat outraged because they have no
idea the abuse and horrible deaths
t h e h o r s e s e n d ur e . " T h e y
[importers] told us the meat is of
superior quality because the animals

live a life of luxury and freedom on green
pastures...well cared for with plenty of
food. But it's a horrible lie." Now that
consumers are aware of the reality of
horse slaughter, stricter regulations will
be placed on kill buyers, forcing them to
provide a history for each horse crossing
the borders.
We hope this action will make it
impossible for a new horse slaughter
plant to be opened in Roswell—
something our Governor, Attorney
General, and Land Commissioner are
against. But, ultimately, we hope for the
day when there is no more slaughtering
of our horses, no more violating the
bond we have with our majestic animals.
Check our web site for ongoing updates.
All information retrieved from AA’s web site and
their newsletter.

Right Under Our Noses

It is with a very heavy heart that we
highlight the story of Betty Hunt Stables
and the deliberate negligence that has
gone on there. The true tragedy here is
that the neglect of two Molly mules and
the death of a young grey gelding could
have been prevented, should have been
prevented.
Upon receiving a complaint about the
condition of the animals, Vicki Atkinson
from the Livestock Board found all three
of them held within the confines of a
16x30 dry lot. Suffering from severe
malnutrition and dehydration, they were
all extremely weak and thin. The mules,
Jenny and Brown Sugar, were about 150
pounds underweight, while poor Badger
was nothing but skin and bones. When a
seizure warrant was served to Loyal
Stubblefield, he surrendered his animals to
FCER.
Unfortunately, though, it was too late to
save Badger. Drained of all his strength
because of hunger and thirst that went on
for months, he couldn’t even stand. Dr.
Little’s from AHC had to come out and

put down Badger.

There is no dignity in a death such as this,
nor is there is any excuse. A pre-trial
hearing is scheduled for May 29th at 1pm
at the Farmington Magistrate Court. We
will be there showing our support as well
as our outrage toward Stubblefield and his
blatant disregard for the lives of his
animals. Please join us if you can.
The most frustrating aspect of all of this is
that this horrible tragedy happened right
under our noses. It took months for the
animals to reach the condition in which
they were found. Months of traffic in and
out of the area, months of horses in
nearby stalls being fed and watered,
months of Betty Hunt seeing them get
skinnier and skinnier but choosing to do
nothing..I can only imagine what those
months were like for poor Badger.
To prevent this type of tragedy from
happening again, we are working on
creating a fund in Badger’s honor to raise
more public awareness. Please visit our
web site where this story will definitely
continue.

The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way in which its animals are treated.

Help Is
No Excuses—
Out There
Not sure what to do if you see a horse in
need? Any of the organizations below
WILL help or let you know who can.
San Juan Animal Control: 505-334-6622
San Juan Animal League: 505-325-3366
Livestock Board: (Vicki Atkinson) 505-3304962
(Attorney General’s) Animal Cruelty Task
Force: 1-877-548-6263
FCER: 505-334-7220
Humane Society of the Four Corners: 505564-8519

Animal Protection of New Mexico
(APNM) is a non-profit organization that
works at the state level to advocate for the
rights of animals by attempting to make
systemic changes that will guarantee the
humane treatment of all animals.
With the ongoing plight of horses in the
state of New Mexico, APNM has created a
Equine Protection Fund, the first statewide
equine welfare and assistance program
offering help.
Emergency Feed Assistance: this program is
available to those who have lost their jobs
or endured a medical emergency.
Gelding Assistance: this program is for lowincome families, as well as rescue shelters,
law enforcement, or veterinarians who need
assistance with gelding their stallion or colt.
Volunteer Network: this program connects
those horse in need with volunteers who
can help with supplies, feed, and skills.
Racing to Home: this is an unique program
that retrains and re-homes off-track retired
racehorses.
...and there are other programs as well. If
you know of a horse in need, please visit
www.apnm.org or call 505-265-2322.
Or call your local veterinarian.

Some of Our Newest Rescues
Due to family illness,
buddies Panda, a 24yr-old paint gelding,
and Leo, a 30-yr-old
Noreign Fjord, are
retired to FCER due
to health issues.
Twinkles is a 4-yr-old Welch
pony stray found on Dennis
Chavez’ land. When he
wouldn’t let her in, the
Livestock Board rescued her.
She is now at FCER awaiting
her perfect match.

Leo
Brown Sugar

Panda
Jenny

Our Wish List
Hay
Fly Repellent/Spray
Hoses

Princess is a beautiful
16-yr-old Quarter
horse. She was a PMU
mare from Canada.

Portable Panels
Empty Ink Cartridges
(we recycle them)

El Sol is a very
handsome Palomino
stallion turned gelding.
He’s hoping to find a
new home soon.

Brown Sugar (7-yrs-old)
and Jenny (11-yrs-old)
are two Molly mules
seized by the Livestock
Board
due
to
malnutrition at the hands
of their neglectful owner.
They will remain in rehab
until they gain weight.

Surrendered to San Juan
Animal Control by owner,
Foxy Lady is a severely
under-weight 14-yr-old
Thoroughbred looking for
somebody to fatten her up.

Tuff is a gorgeous 14-yrold gelding surrendered by
owners who thought he
might founder. He didn’t,
but he will need corrective
shoes for a bit. This sweet
guy will make a great
companion soon.

Clint is a 2-yr-old
Buckskin stud colt
turned gelding. More
info to come once
he’s evaluated by our
trainer.

NMERA: Working Together To Save More Horses
In late March, six licensed NM
horse rescues met in
Albuquerque and formed the
New Mexico Equine Rescue
Alliance (NMERA), a coalition with the
purpose of working together to continue the
fight to save as many abused and neglected
horses and burros as possible. The aims of the
Alliance are to serve as a liaison between the
rescues and law enforcement or other
government agencies, raise public awareness
regarding horse welfare, and to promote the
causes of all equine rescues in New Mexico.
This forged alliance will prove a great

networking tool to help the rescues take
in as many horses from the Livestock
Board as possible. Since the Alliance was
formed, 31 seized horses, including two
burros, have been taken in by the six
rescues, which is more than any one
rescue takes in during a year. Clearly, the
rescues are receiving almost more than
they’re able to handle. Assistance from
our supporters is needed now more than
ever. Please visit our web site for more
information, or visit any of the rescues
listed here.

End of the Road Ranch Rescue in
Grant Co., NM at 575-313-5714

Four Corners Equine Rescue in Aztec,
NM at 505-334-7220

The Horse Shelter in Cerrillos, NM at
505-471-6179

Perfect Harmony in Chaparral, NM at
575-824-2130

Serenity Acres in Silver City at
575-534-4225

Walking in Circles Ranch in Stanley,
NM at 505-286-0779

Four Corners Equine Rescue
22 CR 3334, Aztec, NM 87410
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FCER Mission Statement
Four Corners Equine Rescue is an all volunteer non-profit group dedicated to the rescue of horses, burros, and mules, their rehabilitation (both physically and mentally), and their adoption in to good, loving homes. We will assist, wherever and whenever we can, to help horses in need.
Located in the Four Corners area of New Mexico, we are licensed by the State of New Mexico, and follow the guidelines for rescues as set by the AAEP
(American Association of Equine Practitioners).
FCER is a nonprofit501(c)3 charitable organization and all donations are tax-deductible.
New Mexico Livestock Board Equine Rescue License #08-0001-06.

Call 505-334-7220 or e-mail: fcequinerescue@qwestoffice.net
We’re also on the web at: www.fourcornersequinerescue.org
Hours of Operation

Did You Know…?
Horses are members of the equus
family, meaning “quick” in Greek

Monday—Friday: By Appointment Only;

Horses spend the most energy lying
down

Saturday: 9am-4pm;

A horse’s heart can weigh up to a
whopping 10 pounds
A foal takes merely 1-2 hrs after birth
to stand and begin to walk

Please call to reserve your spot for any
upcoming events, to express interest in a
volunteer position, or to schedule a tour of
the rescue.

We need you! Please
contact FCER if you are
interested in volunteering.

A horse is capable of drinking 10
gallons of water per day
There are more than 350 breeds of
ponies and horses

