A Quarterly Newsletter of Four Corners Equine Rescue

Celebrating the Heart
Winter 2011
It is with great pleasure and excitement that I introduce myself as new editor for Four
Corners Equine Rescue. So many journeys begin with curiosity, which is exactly what
brought me and my husband to an open house at the rescue in August 2011. Never
before had I been around horses, nor was I ever aware of the levels of abuse and neglect that these majestic
creatures suffer at the hands of humans. Meeting Debbie and walking around the rescue changed everything for
me—my curiosity turned to concern, my mind awakened to the plight to which I was once ignorant, and my spirit
was enveloped with so much sadness I was sure it would crush me. While we toured the rescue and Debbie
spoke about each horse and his/her history, her voice became a dull echo somewhere in the back of my mind
because I began to see the horses, their eyes watching, staring intently, their graceful movements, playful yet
wary, their beauty, undeniably absolute, and their trust in Debbie, unwavering even though broken by so many
other humans. I could only imagine how much more powerful my impression of them would be if they were not
stifled and restricted within the linked fences of their imposed haven. This experience filled my heart with so many
emotions—all incited by the mere presence of these magnificent horses. For this reason, and in observation of
Valentine’s Day, I have chosen the theme of Celebrating the Heart for the winter edition of our newsletter. No
matter what the reason each of us finds ourselves tied to the rescue, our hearts, with their capacity to feel so
much, are what motivates us to take action. Although my journey has just begun, I look forward to each ensuing
step with every person who supports our vision of saving as many horses as we can and placing them in their
forever homes where they can run free, enjoy safety, be happy horses, and finally trust in the heart of a human.
May your hearts remain forever full!

W i t h

Melisa

G r a t i t u d e . . .

FCER is very grateful to all our supporters who open their hearts by
giving donations, volunteering at the rescue, helping out with
fundraising events, adopting and fostering horses, and making
contributions on so many different levels. We would like to
especially thank Merri Ann, who has been an active volunteer for
the rescue since April 2011, for her time and effort in getting this
newsletter printed for our readers. It is no small expense, and we
really appreciate her help. Similarly, we’d like to thank all of our
volunteers who brave the winter weather to come out to the rescue
on a regular basis to water, feed, and interact with all of the horses.
Your help is so essential and very much appreciated! We’d also like
to thank Kristin for her beautiful drawing found on our mailer page.
She is a wonderful volunteer and talented artist!
Tell somebody you love them this
Valentine’s Day by purchasing
one of our 2012 calendars for
only $15 or a beautiful braided
horsehair bracelet for just $20. All
money helps feed the horses!
To Order
Call 505-334-7220; or visit us at Fourcornersequinerescue.org; or
mail payment to FCER 22 CR 3334 Aztec, NM 87410;We accept
checks and credit card Add $2 for S/H.
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feedback on this newsletter,
ideas you have, or personal
experiences

you’d

like

to

share. Please contact me at:
melisablake@hotmail.com.

I

look forward to hearing from
you!

C o m p a s s i o n
Initially, Cappy’s story was the same as
so many others we’ve heard at the
rescue—her life was lived serving the
purpose of people, no matter the cost to
her well-being. She has endured much:
life as a broodmare; extreme mastitis;
blindness due to abuse; lameness; and
the sale barn. Rescued in March 2011,
Cappy has persevered and is at the
center of innovative change that has
given this 14-year-old beauty a chance
at a pain-free, happy life.
In September 2011 it was obvious that
something was wrong with Cappy, so
Debbie took her into Animal Haven
Clinic (AHC). X-rays showed that the
cartilage in Cappy’s rear right patella
(knee) had completely deteriorated. The
cartilage is the soft structural tissue that
acts as a cushion between bones where
their ends meet, and its function is to
help joints flex by providing a shock-

In loving memory of Buddy,
beloved mascot, and Star, his
forever friend
Now I lay me down to sleep
Nevermore shall I wake
Instead, I run and jump and leap
In a land that will not forsake
My heart, my love, my spirit, my soul
And all of the light in me
Because life was cruel and took its toll
I found a better place to be
Here I will stay and wait for the day
When I see you from a far
Running toward me ready to play
My bright shining Star
When you are ready, find our spot
The one we made our own
Close your eyes but fear not
For you are not alone
And don’t forget your broken heart
We will patch it up like new
Another beginning with a fresh start
Just me and you
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H o p e

a n d

P r o m i s e s

absorbing effect. Without cartilage to offer clearly there. Since cartilage cannot
necessary cushion during movement, bone be re-grown, the stem cells become
rubs on bone, creating extreme pain, that essential cushion for painless
lameness, and, eventually, death.
movement, that filler between the
Typically, there would be no hope for a bones. Cappy steps lighter now and
horse such as Cappy. Except for Dr. with no pain! In fact, she loves
Quintana and Dr. Bracken at AHC. They running and kicking up her heels at
decided to try something they had never her foster home. She will have her
done before—injecting stem cells in an second and final injection in March
attempt to repair the damage to Cappy’s or April, at which point we will
patella. Basically, the goal was to offer her update her story.
comfort from the pain, and perhaps make
her into a pasture sound horse. So they set
to work, making Cappy their first test case
in stem cell therapy, and she has far
exceeded their original hopes.

Because of the compassion shown by
AHC, their willingness to explore
innovative therapies, and the heart of
a horse that just won’t give up, there
is newfound hope for all. FCER has
They removed fat from Cappy’s rump and much gratitude and appreciation for
sent it to Vet Stem where the stem cells Drs. Quintana and Bracken for their
were extracted, harvested over a few weeks, huge hearts, and for saving Cappy!!
and returned to AHC. The new cells were
then injected into Cappy, and the wait
began. After two months of stall rest and
one month on pasture to better test
movement, x-rays were taken and showed
that the procedure was working. Cappy’s
body accepted the new cells, she was painfree, and space between the bones was now

R e s t i t u t i o n

M a d e

On November 18, 2011 FCER picked up
two horses at the request of the New
Mexico Livestock Board. Raven, a
black TB mare, was in extremely poor
condition but Little Dude, a 5-year-old
black and white Stallion (now a
gelding), was in better shape. Both
horses were transported to Animal
Haven Clinic in Farmington for
evaluation and treatment. Little Dude
has recovered and is at the rescue, while
Raven needs a little more recovery time
at the vet.

After seizure of Raven and Little Dude,
a hearing was held in which the owner
pled guilty to animal cruelty in
magistrate court. The judge handed
down the heaviest sentence possible—
one year probation and a $1,000 fine to
be paid within 6 months to the rescue. If
the owner doesn’t pay, an arrest warrant
will be issued and six months jail time
will be served. This is the first
occurrence of such a sentencing in our
area, and a heartfelt victory for Raven
and Little Dude.

Although it is heartbreaking that these
horses were neglected, their story brings
the prospect of change—one that
commands financial restitution be made
by the neglectful horse owner. At least
in this case.

The monies paid by the owner will help
FCER in covering the costs of vet care,
feeding, and shelter these two wonderful
horses. Stay tuned for more information
on Raven and Little Dude.

“Until one has loved an animal, part of one’s soul remains unawakened.” ~Anatole France
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We humans take for granted the luxury of having a safe home with all the comforts of warmth, food, security, and love.
Most of the horses at FCER used to have a home, until the dedication once shown to them was forfeited for one reason
or another. But for each lucky horse shown below, they are finally receiving what any domesticated animal deserves —
devotion, security, understanding, patience, and unconditional love. Congratulations to horses and humans alike, and
may you forever remain happy and content with your new family members! Beyond our highlighted horses below, 20
horses were adopted in 2011. FCER appreciates the love and generosity of those who adopt and/or foster any rescue
horse. Please remember that another way to show your support is through sponsorship. If interested in helping a horse,
please contact FCER.
Chiquita and Tucker have
finally found their forever home with Dan
and Melisa!

It will be a warmer
winter full of love for
Flicka and her new
human mom, Jessica!

L o n g i n g

And the fosters...little Oreo is
spending his days with Melisa
and Dan in Aztec, while Treats
is living it up with Jeff, Julie,
and Izzy in Durango.

Nothing but happy days
are ahead for Misty and
her new human mom,
Dawn of Farmington!

f o r

L o v e

This is no denying the care and love that each horse receives while at FCER. But let’s face
it, they all long to connect with that special someone who will give them the forever home
they deserve. Below are two horses up for adoption; although, there are many more on the
web site. We dare you to open your hearts and make a connection. If you or anyone you
know is interested in finding love with Tango or Chickadee, please contact FCER.
Hello there! My
name is Tango,
and I am a 2-yearold gelding that has
gone through a little
bit
of
training,
especially learning proper gait so I
can provide a smooth ride for my
future human family. I am patient and
eager to learn, and am such a sweet
boy. But I am waiting for the special
someone who will open his heart and
home to me so I can reach my full
potential. Until then, I will long for
love while I wait for that special
connection with my future forever
family. Debbie is looking forward to
hearing from you...and so am I!

Hi everybody! I am
Chickadee, a 4-year-old
bay mare looking for my
forever home. Although I
have had some training in
my past, I need a human
who has the patience to
teach me more because I don’t yet
understand leg or hand commands. But I
am a quick and willing learner. And I’m
very nice, easy to saddle, and will make a
nice trail horse. While I love Debbie and
all of my fellow horses at the rescue, I am
longing to connect with a loving person
who will see how bold, confident, and
eager I am to be a wonderful lifelong
companion. I’ll keep learning while I
patiently wait to hear from you!

Volunteer Positions
Available
Volunteer Mentor
Horse Training
Adoption Screening
Adoption Home Checks
Open House Coordinators/
Barnyard Tours
Fundraising Coordinators/
Workers
Newsletter Printing Sponsor
Newsletter Mailing Sponsor —
(postage runs ~$200/quarter)
If you or anybody you know is
interested in one of the above
positions, please contact Debbie at
FCER. Your help is much needed and
appreciated!

Four Corners Equine Rescue
22 CR 3334, Aztec, NM 87410

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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FCER Mission Statement
Four Corners Equine Rescue is an all volunteer non-profit group dedicated to the rescue of horses, burros, and mules, their
rehabilitation (both physically and mentally), and their adoption in to good, loving homes. We will assist, wherever and whenever we
can, to help horses in need.
Located in the Four Corners area of New Mexico, we are licensed by the State of New Mexico, and follow the guidelines for rescues
as set by the AAEP (American Association of Equine Practitioners).
FCER is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charitable organization and all donations are tax-deductible.
New Mexico Livestock Board Equine Rescue License #08-0001-06.

Call 505-334-7220 or e-mail: fcequinerescue@qwestoffice.net
We’re also on the web at: www.fourcornersequinerescue.org
Save the Dates
Jan. 21, Feb. 18, Mar. 17, & Apr. 21 Meet and Greet : 1-4pm
Jan 28, Feb. 25, Mar. 31, & Apr. 28 Volunteer Orientation: 2-3:30pm
Apr. 14

4CBCH Tack Sale — Durango

Apr. 14, 21, & 28

Horsemanship Classes for Kids: 9-11am
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Hours of Operation
Monday—Friday: By Appointment Only; Saturday: 9am-4pm;
Please call to reserve your spot for any upcoming events, to express interest in a volunteer
position, or to schedule a tour of the rescue.

